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Fee Policy 2026
Introduction

Kookaburra Kindergarten provides high quality early education and care for children and we need to ensure we are financially viable at all times. We have a commitment to ensuring our fees are as affordable as possible and that all families have access to any Government Funding that is available to reduce these fees. 
Our service will advocate with governments for all children’s right to access early education and care regardless of their family’s financial situation.

Priority of Access Guidelines

Priority of Access Guidelines are defined by NSW State Government Start Strong funding agreements and stipulates that 600 hours of Preschool must be available to children going to school. 
· Children in their year before school (with highest priority given to children who are eligible to attend school in the following year)
· Children from low income families (Family Health Care Card) or children or families who identify as Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander (Equity Children)
· Children with disabilities (with NDIS number and verification letter)
· Children from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds, 
· Children who are at risk of harm, 

Payment Options- Please note payment types.
	Direct Deposit
	Blackheath Kookaburra Kindergarten.  Commonwealth Bank- Blackheath      
BSB: 062 507 Acc. No: 00900111   Please use your child's full name as the reference. Available to you if you are paying for the whole term upfront at the beginning of the term.

	Web Pay
	Enables payment online using a Credit or Debit Card. Using the link: https:pay.childcareeasypay.com.au/BKK   Please see Kerrie or Anna for more information. Available to you if you are paying for the whole term upfront at the beginning of the term.

	Direct Debit weekly or fortnightly
	Direct Debit is our preferred and only option if you are paying weekly or fortnightly and the form is included in the enrolment pack. 
Please see Anna for more information and to discuss your needs.


  Please indicate your payment preference to the administration staff.

Billing and Statements
Account Statements are emailed at the beginning of term and include fees payable for the whole term.
If your payments fall behind, you will receive a reminder phone call and a statement. If no payments are received within the agreed time, your position at the centre may be in jeopardy. Fees can be paid weekly, fortnightly or monthly through Direct Debit or as a one-off payment at the beginning of the term. 
Statements also include the Fruit Levy payable per term. 
It is your responsibility to ensure that there are sufficient funds in your account for the Direct Debit.

Please see Kerrie or Anna if you are experiencing financial difficulty. We can work with you to create a payment plan that is affordable for your situation. 

Fees are subsidised by Start Strong Funding (Affordable Preschool Funding). The subsidies are administered and distributed by the NSW State Government and may change each year depending on the amount of funding received. The Government has introduced a Fee Relief Payment to replace the previous Free Preschool Subsidy. There have been changes to how these payments are administered.

· Most important to note is that families will only be able to access the fee subsidy in 1 service for a maximum of 15 hours (2 days at preschool).  
· If your child will be attending multiple services (2 community preschools or 1 community preschool and 1 long day care service) you will need to decide at which service you choose to claim the subsidy.  
· You will be required to sign a declaration for the Department of Education to advise at which service you choose to claim the subsidy through.
· You will need to assess your own family and financial circumstances to determine at which service you wish to claim the fee subsidy from.
· If you claim the fee subsidy at our preschool it will be applied to the 2026 Preschool Daily Fee, and you will need to pay the balance of fees owing after the subsidy has been applied.  
· We will be providing you with more information on the 2026 Preschool Daily Fee once we have all the information from the Department of Education and can set our budget and fees.
· If you do not choose to claim the subsidy from our preschool the non-subsidised fee will be charged.
Our Subsidised Fee Relief schedule is as follows: (Applies if you have chosen our service to receive Fee Relief)
	Equity Children 
Aged 3 or 4.
These children are only funded for 2 days a week 
	Attending a minimum of two days per week 
Family Health Care Card or Pension Card holders, Children who identify as Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Children with an NDIS number and eligibility letter.
3rd Day for Equity Children
	$0.00 Fully subsidised


$40

	4 Year olds 
These children are only funded for 2 days a week
	Children who are eligible to go to school the next year, turning 4 before 31st July, Attending a minimum of 2 days per week.

Fees for the 3rd day
	$0.00 Fully Subsidised

$50

	One day only
	Equity, 3 and 4 year olds attending for one day only. No funding applies to attendance for one day.
	$50.00 per day 

	3 year olds
	Non-Equity children not eligible to start school the following year. Minimum 2 days per week.
	$0.00 Fully Subsidised.



Non-Subsidised Fee Schedule: (Applies if you have not chosen our service to receive fee relief.)
	4 Year olds
	Going to school the next year. Minimum of two days.
	$50.00 per day

	Equity 3 and 4 year olds
	
	$40.00 per day

	3 and 4 year olds

	One day per week.
	$50.00






Other Fees

Kookaburra has an annual $60 enrolment fee per family which includes a Preschool hat with a logo that will remain at the service at all times. This payment is non-refundable and paid yearly. 

This can be paid by Direct Deposit at the beginning of 2026.
This fee pays for: 
· Association and Parent Committee Membership, 
· Administration Fee 
· Enrolment Levy to the Kindergarten. 
· One Child’s hat.

Fruit Levy for afternoon tea: In 2026 we are asking parents to supply morning tea (see Parent Handbook) but we will do more cooking with the children and provide a more substantial afternoon tea.

· An afternoon tea fruit levy of $12 per day of attendance per term is also payable. For example if your child attends two days per week the levy is $24 for the term. 

Christmas Party Contribution: 

· $15 is added to your account in Term 4 for the Annual Christmas/End of Year party. 
· The $15 covers the cost of the food and entertainment provided and ensures that every child receives a gift. The party is usually held in December.

Late Fees:
Our Service is not licensed or insured to have children on the premises after hours. (Before 8.30am and after 4pm). This is a breach in the Education and Care Regulations. 
It is unacceptable to pick children up late from Kookaburra Kindergarten. A late fee will apply where children are not collected prior to closing time. Currently, a fee of $15.00 per 10 minutes block or part thereof will be incurred by the family and added to your statement. A review of the child’s enrolment will occur where families are consistently late.
Two Week’s Notice  
Two week’s notice must be given in writing if you intend to leave the service during the year. Accounts must be paid in full before leaving. 
                                                                                                                                     Public holidays 
Fees are waived for any booked day of education and care which falls on a public holiday. 
Fees are waived for days the centre is closed due to extreme weather or disaster situations or when the Great Western Highway is closed for reasons such as snow or bushfires. Closure of the centre is decided after consultation with Staff and the President and Vice President of the Parent Management Committee.
School Holidays 
Kookaburra Kindy is closed during NSW School Holidays and fees are not payable for these times. 
Dates available here http://www.nswschoolholiday.com.au/
                                                                                                  
Thank you,
Kerrie Lovegrove
Director
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